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Support your local pub - don't give them an excuse to close it!

Message from the Branch Chairman
I'm delighted that we've been
able to re-start our branch
newsletter after several years
of absence. I hope that the
modern format will inform and
enthuse. Thanks have to go
to Richard Williams, the
Newsletter Coordinator, for his enthusiasm
and effort in getting this project off the
ground.
This newsletter is a mix of pub news, brewery news, general interest articles, beer
festival lists, as well as some campaigning
articles. Our objectives are to keep real ale
and real cider drinkers better informed, and
to help local real ale pub landlords promote
their pubs. This in turn helps brewers and
cider makers promote their beers and cider.
As more and more pubs close, it's important
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that we all do something to at least halt the
decline, or better still, reverse it! We would
very much like to meet you at one of our
socials - see the Events and Socials list
towards the end of this magazine.
The Only Way is Beer (TOWIB) is also
available as a PDF on our website
(www.northwestessexcamra.org.uk). If you
would like to be notified when each edition
is available, then please email
webmaster@northwestessexcamra.org.uk
indicating your interest.
Also, please give us your feedback on this
first issue - the content, the name, the style
- just email
newsletter@northwestessexcamra.org.uk
with your comments.
Peter Stanley, Branch Chairman,
North West Essex Branch of CAMRA
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North West Essex CAMRA
CAMRA is an organisation dedicated to the
promotion and drinking of real ale and real
cider and perry. It was formed when there
were six major breweries producing most of
the beer available and this was extensively
promoted chilled pasteurised and carbonated keg beer that members were not happy
to drink. Over the years the availability of
real beers of a multiplicity of varieties has
steadily increased so that there are no
longer any areas where real beer is unavailable. However the biggest threat we now
have to drinking real ale is the massive increasing number of pub closures we are
getting all over the country. Current rate is
18 per week!
Pubs are the natural places where real cask
conditioned beers are served as most
households do not have the drinking capacity to handle the volume of beer in a cask
except at exceptional events like parties or
weddings.
Pubs are under a great threat from many
sources. Supermarkets sell beers at a cost
which is much lower than publicans can buy
their beer for. Her Majesties Government
has invented a beer escalator which increases the tax collected on beer by 2%
above inflation. CAMRA has assisted with
the collection of a major petition to the Government demanding that the escalator be
scrapped. More signatures are still being
collected and there will be a mass rally to
parliament on December 12th organised by
CAMRA.
What else do we do for pubs? Nationally
CAMRA publishes the Good Beer Guide
covering the pubs serving the best real beer
and cider and is compiled by local CAMRA
branches. North West Essex has twenty two
listed pubs in the current guide. We are also
now have compiled a full list of pubs we
know about in our branch area with information about their beers and facilities. This is
accessible from our website and has local
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maps to find the many country pubs we
have in this area.
Do you care about being able to visit your
local pub and being able to drink an excellent beer or real cider or perry? If you do,
then please join CAMRA to help defend the
pubs and the variety of drinks we love.
Where is North West Essex and am I in this
branch? The branch area follows the Essex
County Boundary from Bishops Stortford
North to Chrishall and across East to
Foxearth near Sudbury, then down the A131
road to the outskirts of Braintree and across
west to the Bishops Stortford County Boundary along the old A120 Roman road.
There are many parishes locally that do not
have an open pub at all! It should be easy to
walk to a pub from where you live, but this is
now no longer possible. Drink driving laws
mean that it is impossible for many people to
have more than a small drink in a pub as
they have no means of getting back easily.
This also affects the pub trade which has
forced pubs to move from being local drinks
bars to being food restaurant bars as the
drink volumes have been shrinking.
Over the last year the number of breweries
grew 20% with pub numbers falling at the
same time by around 1000 pubs. This is an
unsustainable trend as new breweries need
more not less outlets. We do not want to
loose either the community pub culture or
the variety of different beers we now have.
Join CAMRA and help save pubs.
Please come to a social meeting or contact
us to help. We would like to gather much
more pub news. Landlords change, pubs get
sold, beers appear and disappear. All of this
is of interest to CAMRA so we can keep our
guides up to date and correct. Please email
us and look at our pub guide online as we
want to improve it and keep it accurate.
Thanks for reading this & we hope to here
from you!

Contact the editor: newsletter@northwestessexcamra.org.uk, 01799 550534

So YOU Want to run a pub ...?
This is true the story from one of our pubs!
“I always dreamed that at some stage in my
life I would run a pretty pub in a village. An
interesting mix of locals, great real ales, a
roaring fire, great conversation - you know
the sort of thing. Imagine my delight then,
after many years in the pharmaceutical industry, to meet the woman I had been looking for and to discover not only did she hanker after the same thing, but that she was a
very good cook too. After a six month search
we found our dream pub, the property was
pretty – early 17th century – but tired and in
need of extensive renovation.
The previous owners had tried to get a
change of use to sell it as a private house
and were rarely open. When we arrived it
was turning over £30k pa. We found an architect that we liked and planned to extend
the building to renovate the toilets, upgrade
the drainage, create a restaurant, fit a catering kitchen and extend the living quarters!
We then found a builder who actually drank
in the pub, however we relied upon him and
trusted both these companies and that was
our downfall. The scale of the fraud perpetrated by the builder and the incompetency
of the architect still amazes me today 5
years later. We fired the builder when the
works hit £300k against his estimate of
£180k.
There is enough material to write a book on
our experiences, but it was summed up
neatly by a Quantity Surveyor we employed
to provide an accurate cost for the work
completed by the builder. He said ‘It’s like
Grand Designs and Rogue Traders blended
into one programme.’ We had spent all of
our available cash and the building was far
from complete. The original builder had
been sacked along with the architect and we
were preparing claims against both of them.
A new builder was appointed and we approached our bank for a loan to complete
the work and re-open the pub and our bank
lent us a relatively small sum for 6 months
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on the understanding that when the works
were completed we would pay £1500 for a
new survey prior to agreeing a new mortgage.
Our business quickly took off. We hit £10k a
month right from the start and doubled that
in year two. They extended the loan for a
further 6 months. Then there came the collapse in the banking sector, a polite refusal
to consider any re-mortgage, followed by a
request to repay this loan! Well, that was
only going to be possible if we could find a
re-mortgage elsewhere and it slowly became apparent that we couldn’t. Not one
mainstream lender expressed any interest
and we resorted to looking at other finance
sources including private investors, all to no
avail.
Finally, the bank used a clause in the
smaller loan agreement to call in all of our
borrowing, including the existing mortgage!
This ‘all monies’ clause is something to look
out for if you are approaching a bank for a
loan. Now in the current climate, the only
way you can have one is if you don’t need it.
So, we couldn’t re-mortgage, couldn’t repay
the loan and finally the bank applied to the
courts for a Repossession Order which they
duly won. They have now secured an Eviction Order and we are waiting to hear when
we have to leave. We poured nearly £0.5m
into buying and refurbishing our dream pub.
The nightmare is that the sale is out of our
hands and who knows what if anything will
be left when the bank have taken their
money from the sale.
The rest of our dream went to plan - beautiful pub, great customers, excellent reputation for food, great beers (in the Good Beer
Guide), ciders and wines. Fortunately, so
many people have told us what we should
have done that we can’t wait to give it another go!”
May these brave people continue to live
their dream.
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PRINCE OF WALES
REAL ALE
REAL FOOD
REAL PUB
Terry and Karen
welcome you to the
Prince of Wales.
A country pub,
serving traditional
"pub grub".
All day 6 days a
week, TuesdaySunday.
Using the finest
local suppliers.

Hop & Soul Amber
Our newest beer brewed with Amber malt and First Gold Hops. Light
amber in colour and gentle bitterness with a warm nutty finish.

4 Cask Ales
Bishop Nick Ales
regular.
Comfy
surroundings with
log burners
50 seater
conservatory
restaurant.

Brick End, Broxted, Dunmow, CM6 2BJ
01279 850256, kaza42@hotmail.co.uk
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Indian Summer Brewing

Hop & Soul Blonde
Light straw coloured blonde ale
brewed with New World hop varieties. Citrus and grapefruit notes
over refreshing bitterness.
Bombay Blonde
A new concept in beer drinking. Brewed to 4.5% ABV specifically to complement Indian Food as
an alternative to Indian lager
brands. Ask for Bombay Blonde in
your favourite Indian restaurant and
join The Blonde Revolution.

Unit 3, Ashdon Road Commercial Centre,
Saffron Walden, Essex, CB10 2NH

www.bombayblonde.co.uk

07986 637826

Read The Only Way Is Beer online: www.northwestessexcamra.org.uk

Brewery News
Indian Summer Brewery
We have a new brewery in Saffron Walden
producing beers for the Indian Restaurant
market both in bottle as Bombay Blonde or
as a cask version Hop and Soul.

This brewery in inside the warehouse next
to Ridgeons on the Ashton Road and is run
by Julian Hales. He started the brewery
early this year after attending an intensive
brewing course in the North East of England. His beer is designed to replace fizzy
low flavour lager beers usually found in
Indian restaurants with a very hoppy blonde
beer that compliments the curry meals very
well.
This is a view of the brewery inside the
structure shown
above. In November Julian
has started to
brew another
Amber beer
with a lower
hop level and
more malty
flavour. This
will hopefully be produced regularly as a
session bitter beer for local distribution but it
has only been brewed once for tasting so
far.
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Nethergate Growler Brewery
Nethergate is the largest brewery within our
branch producing a range of regular and a
variety of seasonal and special occasion
beers. They are based at Pentlow almost in
Suffolk which is where they used to brew at
Clare. Many pubs in our area serve their
beers and they range from light beers to
Essex Beast which is a 6% brew. This year
the Brewery has re-branded their image
with a new range of bottle labels and pump
clips featuring the Growler Dog. Regular
beers are:- IPA, Priory Mild, Umbel Ale,
Growler Bitter, Essex Border, Umbel
Magna, Old Growler & Essex Beast.
Shalford Brewery
A small brewery in Shalford with a large
range of beers available in the George pub
Shalford and as guest beers at festivals,
local pubs and also in bottles. Beers are:Barnfield Pale Ale, Shalford 1319 Mild, Levelly Gold, Stoneley Bitter, Braintree Market
Ale, Hyde Bitter, Levelly Black, Longfield
Lager (bottles only), Springfield & Rotten
End.
Saffron Brewery
A small brewery in Henham producing a
range of bottled and cask beers available at
festivals and local pubs. Bishops Stortford
Brewery has been brewing on the site of
Saffron Brewery too. The list of current
beers is in order of strength :- Saffron IPA,
Ramblers Tipple, Brewhouse Bell, Littlebury
Lighthouse, Saffron Blonde, Squires Gamble, Flying Serpent, Henham Honey, Tiddly
Vicar & Silent Night.
White Hart Stebbing Brewery
The smallest branch brewery based in the
pub in Stebbing where their beers are
served. Beers are also found mainly at beer
festivals and less often in other pubs. Beers
include:- Hart IPA, HartBeat, Hart's Content
& Hartthrob.
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Our New Website and Pub Database
We now have a new branch website with up
-to-date pub news, brewery news, together
with lists of events, socials and beer
festivals. Visit
www.northwestessexcamra.org.uk for a
look. The new website has the following:
 Home page (with recent local news, national news, and the national twitter feed)
 Branch Diary page (with upcoming
meetings and events, as well as a list of
past events)
 Local News page (a full list of local news
items)
 Branch Newsletter (where you can
download the PDF of THIS magazine!)
 LocAle Pubs (a list of pubs that have local
real ale)
 Pub Databases (links to the Essex and
What Pub databases)
 Pub Guide (map and list of pubs in our
branch area)
 Braintree Real Ale Festival (with a link to
the main website)
 Local Breweries (just contact details at the
moment)
 Real Cider & Perry (local cider maker and
pubs)
 Neighbouring Branches (with links)
 Links (trading standards and public transport)
 Volunteering (if you want to get more involved!)
 Past Branch Meetings (a list of past
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meetings)
 Contacts (key people in the branch)
News is continuously added, updates are
done swiftly, and other material added as
and when it's available. Please email pubsofficer@northwestessexcamra.org.uk with
any pub or brewery news you have or find.
Our Pub Guide page is a good start for finding pubs in our area. If you're interested in
other pubs in Essex, then take a look at the
Essex Pub database. Visit
www.hertsale.org.uk/essex for a look. This
has search facilities, and you can search for
a town or location, Post Code, pub name,
previous name, or for beers from a particular brewer. There are also a whole range of
other search options, for example: Quiet
Pub, Pub Games, Dog Friendly, Real Fire,
Real Cider, and On Bus Route.
If you're a CAMRA member, and you want
to find out about specific pubs in other parts
of the country, then take a look at "What
Pub?". Visit whatpub.com for a look. The
website aims to become the best, most
comprehensive online pub listing which all
pub-lovers can use and enjoy. At present
there are currently more than 21,000 pubs
listed on this site but we need CAMRA
members help to ensure these listings are
as complete and accurate as possible.
There are facilities on the website to inform
us of incorrect information, so please let us
know!

Contact the editor: newsletter@northwestessexcamra.org.uk, 01799 550534

Campaigning Round-Up
New Rights For Locals: Communities Minister Don Foster has given the thumbs up to
new powers for communities wanting to
stop the quick sale of local assets like pubs,
post offices and village shops, to property
developers. Under the provisions of the
Localism Act, voluntary and community
groups can now 'stop the clock' on the rapid
sale of valued commercial properties giving
them the time to put together a bid of their
own. Using Right to Bid powers, campaigners nominate the up-for-sale building as an
'asset of community value' thereby legally
preventing it being sold for six months.
Foster said: "For too long communities have
been shut out, forced to watch as treasured
local assets, have been shut and sold on.
We are determined to put an end to that." A
website –
www.communityrights.communities.gov.uk
– gives more information.
E-Petitions, Parliamentary Debates, and
Mass Lobby: In August this year, the epetition
calling on
the abandonment of
the beer
duty escalator has
exceeded
the
100,000
signatures
needed to
trigger a Parliamentary debate. The petition
is only the 12th Government e-petition - out
of over 16,000 submitted - to have ever
reached the 100,000 landmark. If you've
not signed it, then it's not too late, just visit
saveyourpint.co.uk and click the "Sign the E
-Petition Now" link. It currently stands at
over 105,600, and closes on 15 February
2013.
Winter 2012/2013

The beer duty escalator, introduced by the
last Government in 2008, and continued by
the coalition, has successively penalised
Britain’s beer drinkers by automatically increasing duty levels by 2% above inflation
every year. As a result, tax on beer has
increased by over 40% since 2008, with a
third of every pub pint now being swallowed
in tax. Over 4,500 pubs have also closed
over this same period.
On 1st November, the Parliamentary debate
to scrap the beer duty escalator took place.
Over 58 MPs from all parties unanimously
backed the call on Government to review
the beer duty escalator and present back
before Budget 2013. This is a fantastic step
in the campaign and a fitting response to
the 100,000 signatures on the e-petition. In
truth the most fitting response would be for
the Government to realise the escalator is
an ineffective out of date policy which is
damaging the beer and pub industry and
scrap it, but the purpose of the debate was
to propose a review and so we must be
happy with that result.
Unfortunately the Treasury Minister Sajid
Javid gave a lukewarm response at the end
of the debate, wheeling out the usual Government rhetoric, but the important part is
the vote and that the will of Parliament
should be adhered to.
To ensure this happens our campaign cannot stop here we must keep the momentum
going - we need to grow our support among
more Government MPs and therefore the
next step of CAMRA's mass lobby comes at
the perfect time. On Wednesday 12th December we hope 1000+ CAMRA members,
publicans, brewers and beer drinkers will
join us and meet with their MP. To register,
go to www.saveyourpintlobby.co.uk, where
there will also be more details.

The Only Way Is Beer 001
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Pub News
What’s On in Your Local? Reports in Pub
News are provided by our branch pub contacts, licensees, local CAMRA members
and The Only Way Is Beer readers. Further
news of changes at local pubs is welcome.
Please send news to
newsletter@northwestessexcamra.org.uk
Axe and Compasses, Arkesden
This pub now has a Cask guest beer in
addition to three Greene King ales usually
available. The pub has a public bar, lounge
and a restaurant with an exceptional menu
that has won awards. The brewery have
installed a beer monitoring system which
alerts the brewery should anything untoward be happening to the beer and this
should ensure the highest beer quality
whenever you visit. Lunchtimes and weekends can find the restaurant busy so booking a table would be advisable.
Bell Inn, Wendens Ambo
This is a small popular pub with an extensive garden containing children's apparatus
and a petanque pitch. Recent changes include two unusual pub
games, shove
halfpenny and
bagatelle and
we think the
largest local
current range
of real ciders
from three different suppliers, Westons,
Thatchers and Gwynt y Ddraig. It will be
expected that you could be able to choose
from more than six different ciders or perrys. For beer drinkers, at the moment, the
three regular beers are Adnams Bittter,
Woodfordes Wherry and Oakham's JHB
with a themed guest beer. November this is
dark beers which includes stouts, milds and
porters. December's choice will be Christmas beers and some other surprise catego-

ries will appear in the New Year.
The Dial, Elmdon
This beautifully restored pub has just lost its
landlord Chris Crane but it remains in the
hands of his partner Jane who will continue
to run it with an unchanged range of beers.
The Oscar Wild Mild is always available at
this pub which is one of the few where a
real mild drink can always be found. The
pub also has an excellent restaurant and a
garden area too for use when the weather
has improved.
The Bull, Langley Lower Green
Remote, isolated two bar pub with lunchtime soup and bread available. This is a
very old fashioned two room pub which is
the local centre for all the sporting teams
and darts are played. The saloon bar on the
left has a penny in the hole seat game.
The Plough, Birdbrook
This is a village centre pub run by a family
who also run the library and the shop. It is
an old fashioned local with gentleman's
toilets outside in the car park. They have
recently moved in and are experimenting
with different guest beers besides Greene
King IPA which is required for some of the
older regulars. The public bar has a Sky TV,
pool table, darts and an open fire. There is
a middle bar area and a small restaurant
bar too. There are bar hatches in each room
and when I visited I was made to feel very
welcome.
Three Horseshoes, Helions Bumpstead
This pub is now being run by a charming
couple from Yorkshire who have managed
to introduce very successfully Northern
beers into this community. At the moment
the pub does not open on Monday, Tuesday
or Thursdays but it can get busy upon other
occasions though for special events on
closed days it may be found surprisingly to
open. There is plenty of room in this pub
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Pub News
which has two bars and a function room
besides also having a garden. It is worth a
visit to try a beer from the pennines for a
change. There is also an amazing dog that
may great you there too.
The Rose & Crown, Ashdon
This pub is currently being refurbished and
it is hopeful that it will open before Christmas. It has new owners and we hope that a
range of real ales will continue to be dispensed. These owners also, so we understand, own another local pub, the Plough in
Radwinter which has been closed for many
years but is also a listed building too. It is
due also to be reopened probably some
time after this pub is re-opened. This pub
has a room called the Cromwell Room
where his prisoners were held for some
period and they left their graffiti behind on
the walls. This is a very unusual thing to find
anywhere and it is carefully protected.
The Crocus, Saffron Walden
This was a sixties estate style pub that was
the sole pub covering the southern part of
Saffron
Walden.
There
are no
other
pubs
within a
roughly
one kilometre radius which is mainly full of houses!
How and why the brewer Greene King
chose to erect such an out of place pub in
this quaint traditional market town has never
been understood. It now lies empty as a
focus for disenchanted youth whilst Tescos
who have bought it start to regenerate it into
a Tesco Express. This is an unfortunate
loss of what could have become a community pub but its style did not appeal to anyone and it was closed early this year. As
Winter 2012/2013

you can see from the photograph the work
is certainly in progress in spite of the nearby
presence of another two local grocers.
The Pinkuah Arms Pentlow
This wonderful isolated pub on the edge of
Essex near to the Nethergate Growler
Brewery is unfortunately is closed now before you read this which is sad for the locals
who will have to migrate to the Red Lion in
Belchamp Otten. This pub is expected to
come up for auction sale and hopefully will,
as the last pub in the village always remain
a pub! We will monitor and report this when
we get further news. This pub was in the
Good Beer Guide too.
The Axe, Saffron Walden
This is yet another pub under threat of closure by Greene King. They put in a planning
application to turn it into housing but as it is
the only pub facility in the North East corner
of Saffron Walden, permission was sensibly
refused. In their statement to the planners
they declared that it was an unviable pub
however, now they are trying to sell it, it has
become an attractive community pub! Two
very different sides of the same coin. If you
have a cool £265,000 to spend you can buy
it but it does need some refurbishment and
lots of tender loving care. It was once a
great community pub and the population
around it has grown rather than shrunk
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Pub News
since then, however Greene King is currently staffing it with temporary managers
who clearly have no interest in the long term
future of this pub. This is a shame and we
live in hope of a new buyer.
Birchanger Sports and Social club
This is a club which requires membership
but as an independent club one can see a
member of staff and find someone to sign
you in as a guest to get a beer. There are
usually at least three beers available and
the club is a very friendly place near to the
M11.
Three Horseshoes, Hazel End
This pub has been transformed by the new
owners who took over a run-down uninspiring pub that did not look attractive into a
pretty small pub with an excellent seafood
based menu. There are three beers on
handpump which were Adnams, Doom Bar
and a Guest beer. There is a small bar area
with stools
and table
space for
around forty
diners so I
remember.
The landlord
has justifiably retained
many of his
previous
customers from another local pub he used
to run in nearby Birchanger.
Coach and Horses, Newport
An old coaching house on the main road
through Newport and is north of the school.
This pub does good food and is large
enough for functions as well as having a
separate bar area. Beers include Wherry
and Timothy Taylor's Landlord. There is a
car park and a small garden with children's
activities too.

Coach and Horses, Wicken Bonhunt
This ex-Greene King pub has been transformed miraculously into a Thai restaurant
with a bar serving a local cask beer on gravity from the Saffron Brewery at Henham.
The beer could be one of a number of different ales but there is at the moment only one
firkin available every week before it
changes. Both the food and the beer are
excellent and the pub only closes on Mondays. This is a designated Locale pub as
the beer it has is always local.
The Kings Head, Hadstock
This pub has been through a period of different owners and now seems to have become rejuvenated by the current landlord. It
is now a Locale pub always stocking a beer
from a local brewery and also provides
pensioner discounted lunches and other
good basic priced food. This is the only pub
in Hadstock and was close to being lost as
a pub once
but we have
much more
confidence
now that it
will both
survive and
flourish as
the village local it has become again. For
the record this is the most Northerly pub in
this branch, just in Essex as the next town
is Linton, Cambridgeshire. The landlord is a
keen football enthusiast and the pub hosts
some local teams.
Cricketers, Rickling Green
This pub which is a great place to watch
local cricket serves also as a hotel and a
restaurant with a good food menu. There
are three different real ales and usually
there is room to sit down and enjoy a drink.
This pub is owned by the same company as
two others both of which also are in this
area in spite of the owning company being
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Pub News
based in Coventry. These two are the Eight
Bells on the North West Side of Saffron
Walden and the Saracen's Head in Dunmow High Street and they all serve very
good food.
The Plough, Birdbrook
This is a village centre pub run by a family
who also
run the
library and
the shop.
It is an old
fashioned
local with
gentleman's
toilets outside in the car park. They have
recently moved in and are experimenting
with different guest beers besides Greene
King IPA which is required for some of the
older regulars. The public bar has a Sky TV,
pool table, darts and an open fire. There is
a middle bar area and a small restaurant
bar too. There are bar hatches in each room
and when I visited I was made to feel very
welcome.
The Rose & Crown, Bentfield Green
This is a local pub that serves food and a
selection of three ever changing beers, frequently one will be locally brewed. There is
a garden and real ciders are available on
occasion too. There is car parking at the
front of the pub which is tucked away on the
West side of Stansted in the direction of
Manuden.
Fleur de Lys, Widdington
This special pub was one of the first pubs
Camra campaigned to successfully save in
the earliest years of this branch. When you
visit it will be abundantly clear how successful a local pub can be with a community
around it that values its beers and facilities.
It has a great restaurant, real fires and a
Winter 2012/2013

larger number of real ales on handpump,
more than you would expect for such a
small village. It is also on a local 301 bus
route between Saffron Walden and Stansted Airport although the buses stop much
too early! Frequently this pub serves Bishops Stortford Brewery's Sunrise which is
popular with the regular drinkers.
Bluebell, Hempstead
Claimed to be the birth place of Dick Turpin
and still haunted by folk musicians on a
regular basis. The pub is easily found on
the main road through the village and a
variety of beers are normally available. This
pub is where the whole village meets, all
generations socialise and are entertained.
White Horse, Ridgewell
This pub provides a handful of cask beers
usually with a
complete spectrum of both
strengths and
colours. Its
cask beers are
also again very
unusually
served from a room behind the bar by gravity rather than being handpumped. The pub
enjoys some pub games and is residential if
you fancy supping more than you are allowed to whilst driving. It lies on the main
road between Haverhill and Braintree and
the town is the name used for the large
World War II ex-airfield close by part of
which is still used for gliding.
The Duke of York, Saffron Walden
This pub has four real ales and is easy to
find at the top of the High Street. Lunchtime
food is available and this is one of the few
pubs with Sky TV in Saffron Walden. There
is a covered outside drinking area in a very
friendly pub.
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Events and Socials
Branch Meeting, Monday 7th January
2013 8:00 pm, White Hart, High Street,
Stebbing, Gt Dunmow, Essex, CM6 3SQ.
Tel: 01371 856383
"Come and
Meet Us"
Social, Tuesday
15th January
2013 8:30 pm,
Horse & Groom,
Cornish Hall
End, Braintree,
Essex, CM7 4HF. Tel: 01799 586306 Web:
www.thehorseandgroom.org
Branch Meeting, Monday 4th February
2013 8:00 pm, Three Horseshoes, Thaxted
Road, Duton Hill, Dunmow, Essex, CM6
2DX. Tel: 01371 870681
"Come and Meet Us" Social, Tuesday
19th February 2013 8:30 pm, Bell Inn,
Royston Road, Wendens Ambo, Saffron
Walden, Essex, CB11 4JY. Tel: 01799
540382 Web: www.thebellatwenden.co.uk

National Members Weekend and AGM,
Friday 19th—Sunday 21st April 2013, St.
Andrew's Hall, Norwich, Norfolk, NR3 1AU.
Branch Meeting & AGM, Monday 6th May
2013 8:00 pm, Venue TBD, contact the
Branch Secretary
Branch visit to Shalford Brewery,
Saturday 11th May 2013 Shalford Brewery,
Shalford, Essex, CM7 5WP. Tel: 07749
658512 Web: www.shalfordbrewery.co.uk
Branch Meeting, Monday 3rd June 2013
8:00 pm, Venue TBD, contact the Branch
Secretary
Braintree Real Ale Festival (BRAF),
Thursday 13th—Saturday 15th June 2013,
Bocking Arts Theatre (formally Braintree
Institute), Bocking End, Braintree, Essex,
CM7 9AE. Web:
www.braintreebeerfestival.co.uk
Great British Beer Festival (GBBF),
Tuesday 13th—Saturday 17th August 2013,
Olympia, London. Web: www.gbbf.org.uk

Regional Meeting, Saturday 23rd February
2013 12:00 pm, Red Lion Hotel, 2 Castle
Street, Luton, LU1 3AA. Tel: 01582 413881
Web: www.theredlionhotel.net
Branch Meeting, Monday 4th March 2013
8:00 pm, White Horse, Mill Road,
Ridgewell, Halstead, Essex, CO9 4SG. Tel:
01440 785 532 Web:
www.ridgewellwhitehorse.com
"Come and Meet Us" Social, Tuesday
19th March 2013 8:30 pm, Pub Crawl in
Thaxted, starting at The Swan Hotel, Bull
Ring, Thaxted, Essex, CM6 2PL.
Branch Meeting, Monday 8th April 2013
8:00 pm, Crown, Little Walden, Saffron
Walden, Essex, CB10 1XA. Tel: 01799
522475 Web:
www.thecrownlittlewalden.co.uk
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The Only Way Is Beer
The Only Way Is Beer is published by the
North East Essex Branch of CAMRA, the
Campaign for Real Ale (© 2012) All rights
reserved.

A lovely old country pub
with two bars, a dining
room, log burners, an
ample car park and a
huge beer garden with
play area and Wendy
house. Two real ales with
guest beers. Select
wines. Good food and a warm welcome.

Views or comments expressed in this
publication may not necessarily be those
of the editor or of CAMRA.
Editor: Richard Williams, 01799 550534
(h), 07717 470058 (m), Email:
newsletter@northwestessexcamra.org.uk

The Three Horseshoes is pleased to open on other occasions for special events and to meet individual needs.

Deputy Editor: Chris Rouse, 01799
531582 (h), 07824 726108 (m), Email:
webmaster@northwestessexcamra.org.uk
10 Bartholomew Close, Great Chesterford, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB10 1QH.

Events: Wine Tasting Sat. 19 Jan. 2013; Burns' Night Sat.
26 Jan. 2013; 'Broken Arrow' play live Sat. Feb. 2nd.

To Advertise

Opening hours: Weds. 19.00-23.30; Fri. 12.00-23.30;
Sat. 12.00-23.30; Sun. 12.00-18.00

See the website www.3horseshoes.com or facebook
page Three Horseshoes, Helions Bumpstead for more
events and information.

Water Lane, Helions Bumpstead, CB9 7AL

01440 730 298

To place an advert or enquire about our
rates please contact:
Neil Richards: 01536 358670 or
N.Richards@btinternet.com
Printed by Portland Print, Tel 01536 511 555

Deadline for Sprint 2013 issue (002) is
Friday 1st February 2013.

Who To Contact
Chairman: Peter Stanley,
chairman@northwestessexcamra.org.uk
Contact & Secretary: Tom Bogie,
contact@northwestessexcamra.org.uk
Membership Secretary, Cider Rep &
Webmaster: Chris Rouse (see above)
Pubs Officer: Richard Williams (see
above)
For other contacts see
www.northwestessexcamra.org.uk
Essex Trading Standards: Tel: 08454
040506 Web: www.essex.gov.uk/
Business-Partners/Trading-Standards/
Pages/Trading-Standards.aspx Email:
trading.standards@essexcc.gov.uk
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